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Reagan Plans to Seek New Military Aid to Contras

By JOEL BRINKLEY

Special to The New Yerk Times
WASHING‘I‘O:P:‘.,‘P* 13 — The Rea-
gan Admnistra plans to proceed
witharequesﬂormmmur{ald
to the Nicaraguan rebeis, despite luke-

| warm support in Congress and ada-

mant opposition from leaders of some
other Governments in the region, sen-
ior officials said today.

The White House ‘‘wants to make the
members vote in the great white light
of public attention on this issue,’’ a sen-
ior official said, the Adminis-
tration’s words just its last re-
quest for aid to the rebeis, last year.

This time the Administration will
contend that the rebels cannot survive
as a fighting force without renewed
military aid, officials said.

Recent reports from the reghn sup-
port that view, officials said. Since the
beginning of February, the rebeis have
been ‘‘exfiltrating from Nicaragua
back into Honduras in large numbers’’
so that a week ago only 2,000 or 3,000
guerrillas remained inside Nicaragua,
a senior official who reads intelligence
reports from the region said.

Numbers Fall ‘A Lot More’
In the last few days, he said , the
numbers ‘‘have gone down a lot more.”’
On Monday Secretary of State
George P. Shultz rejected an entreaty

| from eight Latin foreign ministers who

urged the United States to resume ne-
gotiations with the Sandinistas.
According to American and foreign
officials familiar with the discussion,
the Peruvian Foreign Minister, Allan
Wlm' Tizén, rebuked Mr. Shulitz, tell-
ing the United States was to blame
for the Sandinistas’ ever increasing al-
liance with the Soviet Union and Cuba.
The Administration had planned to
present its proposal for at least $100
million in renewed aid to the rebels, in-
cluding some military aid, as early as
next week. But it has decided tp wait
because the jonal agenda is
full, an Administration official said.
A new date has not been selected, of-
ficials said, but the request will be
made before the Congress’s Easter re-
cess in mid-March.
This week two House Republican

leaders publicly urged President Rea-
gan to proceed with the request for re-

pority lﬁri and Dick Cheney of Wyo-
rman of t epubiican
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Uﬂ% with ‘humanitarian’_sup-

es and dages. The con-

tras need a substantial amount of mili-
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While the House Democratic leader-.
ship has not shown open ition to-
the idea, it has.not exp much eng.
thusiasm either. Thomas P. O'Neill
Jr., the House Speaker, has decided ‘‘to
stay in the background on this, for
now,” although he personally opposes .
renewned military aid, an assistan{
said today. -
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assistance as a last resort.’ s
e sal T. the
Administration not avally

able diplomatic alternatives,
meeting with the fore RN MITUBSIETS

The foreign ministers from Coloma"
bia, Mexico, Panama, Venezuela, Ar-
gentina, Brazil, Uruguay and Peru had
asked that the United States end its aid
to the rebels in exchange for an agree.
ment from the Sandinistas that they«
would liberalize their policies. .

Mr. Shultz rejected the idea, officials_
said, restating the American positios
that the Sandinistas must agree to ne-
gotiate with the rebels, an idea the-
Nicaraguan Government has unequivo;
cally rejected. -
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